
‘Publishers have created lists of short books that 
discuss the questions that your average [electoral] 
candidate will only ever touch if armed with a 
slogan and a soundbite. Together [such books] hint 
at a resurgence of the grand educational tradition... 
Closest to the hot headline issues are The No-
Nonsense Guides. These target those topics that a 
large army of voters care about, but that politicos 
evade. Arguments, figures and documents combine 
to prove that good journalism is far too important 
to be left to (most) journalists.’

Boyd Tonkin, 
The Independent, 

London
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Foreword

Most books on climate change focus on the science, 
usually getting so caught up in the complexities and 
catastrophes that they lose sight of the fact that climate 
change is the result of economic and energy systems 
based in societies, politics and power. 

In this small book, Danny Chivers goes beyond the 
scary stuff and gets to grips with some big and complex 
ideas about climate change, science, economics, power, 
politics and history. In fact, he pins them down and 
makes them squirm, using wit, outrageous metaphors, 
lots of numbers and good, plain language. What’s 
more, he does it wearing his heart on his sleeve, 
unashamedly arguing for justice over expediency, and 
with an optimist’s eye, showing us the many ways in 
which life could actually be better for almost everyone 
if we do the right thing.

Many of the ideas and analyses that Danny rattles 
through at a clipping pace are known – at least at an 
intuitive level – to most climate justice activists: that 
economic growth based on the destruction of forests, 
land, rivers and ecosystems is a catastrophe for people 
and the planet; that corporate greed and entrenched 
power are major obstacles to action to halt climate 
change; that false ideas of progress founded on the 
endless consumption and production of ‘stuff’ is not 
the same as happiness and living well. 

Fishers and farmers facing the Titans of agribusiness, 
communities ousted by mining companies, and 
indigenous peoples whose forests have been destroyed 
by logging and palm-oil plantations: all of these need 
no convincing that the system is broken and needs 
fixing.   

But what Danny is trying to do – and in this I 
sincerely hope he succeeds for the sake of us all – is to 
convince comfortable consumers in the North that we 
have nothing to lose but our chains, so to speak. He 
challenges us to re-imagine the meaning of life without 
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a 56-inch plasma television screen and a private car. 
He knows, though, that it’s more than just a question 
of composting and bicycles: in the poem ‘Lifestyle 
Choice’ (page 124) he amusingly mocks those who 
believe that cotton shopping bags and low-energy light 
bulbs can do the trick. What if, he asks 

… the abolitionists, instead of fighting slavery,
Just stayed at home and put a bit less sugar in 

their tea.
The urgent message of this book is not the gathering 

science showing that things are much worse than 
we thought (even though that’s pretty scary) but the 
compelling argument that the only way we’re going 
to get out of the fine mess we are in, is by building a 
vast, diverse and radical movement for climate justice, 
joining together frontline communities in the North 
and in the South to change the system. And, to change 
the system, we have to start by turning off the fossil-
fuel tap. As Danny says: 

All the renewable technology in the world won’t 
help us if we’re still digging up fossil fuels and ripping 
down the rainforests. We need to tackle both ends of 
this problem, and find ways to keep the oil in the soil, 
the coal in the hole, the gas in the crevasse and the 
trees…er…swaying gently in the breeze.

In this small, excellent book, we have plenty 
of ammunition to take on the corporate lobbyists, 
the climate deniers, the carbon traders and the 
nay-sayers.

Nicola Bullard, 
Focus on the Global South, Bangkok, Thailand

Foreword
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Introduction

THANkS For PICkING up this book. You may be 
here because:
1. You want to know more about climate change (or 
need to know more, for your work or studies);
2. You don’t want to read a big book on climate 
change;
3. This is a small book.

Welcome – this could well be the book for you. The 
aim of this little guide is to provide an overview of all 
the most important elements of climate change – the 
science, the politics, the economics, the solutions, and 
the possible ways forward. It is concise and accessible, 
but also offers a host of references and pointers that 
can lead you to more detailed information. So if you 
think you already know about climate change but 
want a pocket guide for looking things up from time to 
time, this could also be the book you’re after.

Some books claim to provide a balanced, unbiased 
view of the issue of climate change. This is a nice idea, 
but impossible. Climate change is something that affects, 
and is affected by, almost everything in our lives. There’s 
no way for anyone to write about it without their own 
perspectives, beliefs and preferences creeping in.

So I’m going to be honest and tell you upfront where 
I’m coming from. These are my starting points:
• Climate change is a serious issue and will affect, or is 
already affecting, everyone (if you’re not yet convinced 
about this, Chapter 1 will explain in more detail).
• There are many other vital issues in the world apart 
from climate change, such as poverty, inequality, war 
and oppression – or just the day-to-day struggle to 
get by that so many people face. It’s important that 
the solutions to climate change don’t make these 
problems worse. In fact, we should really try to find 
ways to tackle climate change that help with these 
other problems at the same time.
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• The solutions to climate change should be as fair as 
possible, with the people who are most responsible for 
the problem having to put the most time, energy and 
money into the solutions. The people most affected by 
climate change should also have a big say in how to 
solve it. This just seems like basic fairness, really. 
• Climate change isn’t just a technical issue to do with 
putting the wrong amount of certain gases into the 
air. It’s tangled up with politics, lifestyles, economics, 
power structures, culture and belief. This is why 
it’s proving so difficult to solve, and also why it’s 
simultaneously disastrous, frustrating, fascinating, 
heart-breaking, and utterly relevant to everyone in 
the world.

I hope that all sounds reasonable. If it doesn’t – if 
you think that everything’s just hunky-dory in the 
world, or that climate change is just a side issue that 
hasn’t got much to do with anything else – I urge you 
to read this book anyway. Let me try to persuade you. 
It’ll be fun.

A bit more about me, for the record: I carry out 
research into climate change for a living, and also spend 
a lot of time campaigning, speaking and performing on 
the topic. I don’t earn very much money from this and 
probably never will.

This book is published by New Internationalist, 
which also produces an excellent magazine on 
international issues and the ongoing struggle for global 
justice. It’s well worth checking out for the latest news 
and analysis on climate change (and other global 
issues) – www.newint.org.

ok – I think that’s everything. Let’s go.

Danny Chivers
oxford


